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after facts in the domains of pathology, thereapeutics and pedagogy as
applied to epilepsy, hysteria and idiocy. The first part of the volume
for 1895, as in former years, is devoted to a history of the service dur-
ing the year, and in this we note the creation of special classes for the
feeble-minded and a chapter on the medico-pedagogic treatment of
abnormal children. The second part consists of clinical and patholog-
ico-anatomical studies of thirteen cases of idiocy and epilepsy, con-
taining a valuable addition to our repository of facts relating to these
subjects. The third part gives us the result of observations upon the
effects of certain remedies. Three cases of cretinism treated by ex-
tract of the thyroid gland exhibited marked improvement in the in-
tellectual sphere as well as nutritive changes, such as loss of weight and
increase in height. In regard to the matter of nutrition, Bourneville
shows in a number of other cases the value of the thyroid juice in
diminishing obesity. A chapter on the exhibition of bromide of
camphor in vertiginous epilepsy demonstrates its great utility in that
form of the disorder.
FREDERICK PETERSON.
NEW YORK.
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Drily written and, though clear, not easy reading, Professor
Wernicke's book, short as it is, is already the weightiest of the at-
tempts, of which several have lately been made, to apply psychological
laws to the unravelling of what happens in disordered mental function.
Part I. is a synopsis, many pages of which deserve to become classic
types of exposition, of that modern scheme of cerebro-mental action
of which Wernicke by his little work on Aphasia was himself one
of the founders. The great lucidity of the statement now made shows
us once more how surely protracted meditation on a subject makes a
man its master. For psychiatric purposes the chief result of this Part
is that the insanities (being diseases of the cortex, which is the organ
of association) should psychologically all be explicable as disorders, de-
fects, excesses or perversions, as the case may be, of the associative
function.
In Part II. the author applies this notion to delusional conditions,
his account of which is entirely unconventional and reveals the man of
original perceptions on every page. For most of his new distinctions
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and classifications—unfortunately all with Greek names—the reader
must consult the original. I will confine myself to a brief no-
tice of the most important thing in. the book, which is the explana-
tion, by a single underlying cause, of the whole complex of delu-
sional symptoms. How is it possible to find such a mass of false
ideas at war with each other and with reality, such a loss of the
sense of probability, such hallucinations, such inter-current emotional
states and motor tendencies, in one patient? Professor Wernicke
answers by what he calls his hypothesis of sejunction or dissoci-
ation. A pathological process has loosened the firmly connected
system of associations, so that a large number of those originally
there have become impossible, and a ' disintegration of the person-
ality ' results. Confusion in perception .and dementia are evidently
nothing but gaps in normal association, replaced or not by associations
that are non-normal. But our author explains the phenomena of ex-
cess, the impressed thoughts and hallucinations by his theory, as well as
the phenomena of defect. The two run together^ excess in the proc-
esses that stand over being the consequence of the loss of such other
processes as may have disappeared. Defect is thus primary and excess
secondary, as in the ordinary theory of dreaming and the theory by
which the present reviewer1 and Mr. Parish1 have treated illusions
and hallucinations.. Professor Wernicke applies the theory of sejunc-
tion very ingeniously to a large number of symptoms, sensorial,
ideational and motor, and of course dilates at length on delusions as
explanatory theories by the patient of his elementary disturbances.
The false connection with himself (Bezichungswahn) which the pa-
tient finds in so many different experiences, the distortions of memory,
the distinction between presently active and residual morbid processes,
all come in turn to be suggestively discussed.
I cannot help thinking, for my own part, that the explanation of
irritative phenomena (or Reizerscheinungen) by defects of association
(or Ausfallserscheinungen) has to bear somewhat too heavy a bur-
den in Professor Wernicke's pages. If the mere stoppage of associa-
tion-paths be by itself enough to heighten any process at which the
stoppage may occur, then, whenever we hesitate for a word, we ought
to get the last cue-word in the shape of an hallucination of hearing
—of what W . calls a phonem, rather than as a mere verbal idea.
But I can discover no tendency to such sensorial vivacity in the last
idea reached in such cases, and this fact, I must confess, has given me
i Principles of Psychology, II., 122 ff.
•Ueber die Trugwahmehmung, MUnchen, 1894, p. 105 ff.
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-some uneasiness about the theory of hallucination suggested in my own
book. It seems now time for the ' discriminating stage' of criticism
to be applied to that theory, and of course the field of paranoia pre-
sents itself as the place par excellence for working the discriminations
out. The great lucidity and rationality of many paranoiacs, their
freedom from any speech disturbances or other Heerderscheinungen
in the way of directly perceivable defect are hard to reconcile with
the view that their «false voices' (which would seem to be Heerder-
scheinungen of excess) are secondary rather than primary symp-
toms. In many important respects there are analogies between pa-
tients with delusions and cases of hysteria such as those that Janet,
Brewer and Freud have explored, and this would suggest that it might
be well to search for parasitic systems of subconscious ideas as a possible
source of some of the trouble in the former cases. In one way ('disinte-
gration of personality') Wernicke's ' sejunction' formula coincides with
Janet's, yet Wernicke ignores altogether the notion of subconscious
ideas; and indeed it is evident that if they exist we need quite new
methods of finding them out. But be all this as it may, it is still cer-
tain that Wernicke's hypothesis of sejunction or dissociation opens a
new era of interpretation in mental pathology and gives to all observers
of the insane a new task in the way of something definite to verify,
complete or refute. This is a great service and the book that has per-
formed it ought to be translated without loss of time.
W. J.
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